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SEANET tour in Kyoto [e=tessy

On 15th September 68 SEANET conventioneers visited Kyato, where it had been the capital aty of Japan for

700 years until the capital moved to Tokyoin 1968. Asyou know therearealat of temples and shrinesworth
visiting. We left Osaka at 8:30 with 2 tourist buses, accompaniedwith nice female tour guides who spake fluent
English. We went tothefirst destination Nijo Castle.

Dedding the destinations of Kyatotour for foreigners, | am faced with the alternative, to choose the places where
| personally recommend tovisit, or where all the guide books mention tovisit. As one of the SEANET organizers|
dedded tovisit the most famous and popular temples and shrines, in order to please almost all the people who
cometoJapan far thefirst time. Therefore the destinations on the day are Nijo Castle, Kinkakuji Temple, Heian
Shrine, Kiyomizudera Temple and Sanjusangendo Temple.

Wearrived at NijoCastleat 10:00 AM. The castleis designated as a UNESCO Warld Heritage. Nijo Castle was
built by Tokugawa leyasu as theresidencein Kyato. We would take a group phatoin front of the main gate.

But actually we had to take many pictures with many cameras.

The castleremains as one o the typical Momoyama architectures, with decorated paper slide doors and squeaking
floors. We could see the structure of squeaking floors, when we went out the building and into under thefloors.
Next stop is Kinkakuji Temple. Gdd and gdden cdor isloved by peoplein Southeast Asia,and thethree-stary
pavilion covered with new gdd leavesis shining on the surface of the forward pond reflecting its gd den shadow.
We came back tothe buses. When the guide counted the pegplein bus No.1, it was found that one person was
missing. She counted again, but nat enough members. The guide gat out of the bustolodk for the missing person.
She came badk tothe bus without success 10 minutes later and counted calmly once atime. Now just the correct
number. It isamystery, onemight be hiding or a ghost was missing.







